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community services will have the ability to easily and instantly communicate with their

elected officals at both the state and national levels. WHCA is making this e-mail

advocacy service available at no cost to all WHCA members and non-members alike.

State and Federal budget shortfalls are limiting the fiscal resources available for the
provision of skilled nursing and assisted living facility services, and this trend is likely to
continue for the foreseeable future. These funding reductions undermine our ability to
provide qualtiy care to the frail and elderly we serve.

As long-term care professionals, we share common goals and are to varying degrees,
dependent upon the fiscal resources of the state and federal governments. In order to
ensure that these funds continue to be available, we must be united in our advocacy on
behalf of those we serve. We must also have the tools available to effectively
communicate with our elected officials at both the state and national levels.

We can influence public policy decisions that impact the funding of long-term care. We
can do this by educating our elected officials by providing them with timely and accurate
information that can be used to make informed policy decisions. Today, the most
efficient and practical way to communicate with our policy makers is through e-mail.

Our shared message is simple: facility/community-based services provide clients with
cost-effective quality care in a safe and secure environment. For the payers of our
services ¢ notably Medicaid and Medicare C these services represent a budgetary value.
And we must educate legislators and other policy makers about the financial value of
skilled nursing and assisted living community care.

Using this web-based communications tool is easy and simple. It is housed on the WHCA

website (www.whca.org) and can be accessed by anyone. , 2dz gAff NBOSAGS 21/
Legisltive Actions Alertking you to these messages as the need arises. These messages

are not branded with the WHCA logo. You can also use this e-advocacytool
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http://www.whca.org/

Below are computer screen shots that provide step-by-step directions on how to use this tool and
communicate with all of your elected officals.

STEP #1
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STEP #2

You will be taken to this page on the WHCA website where a Featured Alerts provided. Featured Alerts
will be sent to you by WHCA as the need arises. PLEASE NOTE: You are NOT limited to acting on WHCA
Legislative Action Alerts; you can use this tool ANYTIME you want to communicate with your legislators.
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STEP #3
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Ask your legislators to preserve, protect and
defend quality long-term care for seniors and
people with disabilities.

« Washington's most vulnerable citizens rely on the
state Medicaid program to pay for long-term care
senvices in skilled nursing facilities and boarding
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STEP #4

You will be taken to this page where you enter YOUR home address (I have already filled-2 dzii 21 / ! Q&
office address as an example) in the spaces provided. Next, simply ¥ O f Go@ |(NQte tfiat the address

0St 26 Aa AlytiveldistrictgnodedAnitedl box]. SHiks Aneans that more than one legislator has
constituents residing in this zip code. If you see this message, ignore it C the system will use your street

address to select the correct legislators that will appear on the next page.
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STEP #5

You will be taken to a page that shows your legislators who will receive a copy of the email, the subject
and text of the prepared message. YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO PERSONALIZE (or, you can write your
own letter if you prefer) the prepared message. Note that the next two pages of this document show
screenshots that are a continuation of this same webpage (on your computer, you will scroll down this
page to see all the content shown on the next two pages of this document).
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Take Action

Please personalize this message to your legislators, and
remember to ask others in your community to advocate on
bhehalf of seniorsC
served in skilld nursing and assisted living.C

n COMPOSE MESSAGE

Select recipients and desired delivery method for each:

Email
Senator Karen Fraser (D-WA 22nd) @
Representative Sam Hunt (D-Wa& 22nd) @
Representative Chris Reykdal (D-WA 22nd) @

Check All Uncheck All

Subject:
Protect the Most Vulnerable
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Editable text:

{edit or add your own text - 8705 characters |eft)
As someone concerned about protecting our state's seniors, I =
am writing now to encourage you to continue to defend,
protect, and support Medicaid funding for our most vulnerable
citizens in Washington skilled nursing and assisted living
facilities. These services support older adults, people with
dizabilities, and people with incomes below the poverty level.

m

Last =ession, the Legislature narrowly averted a disaster for
residents in skilled nursing facilities by passing a safety net
aszesesment designed to stabilize funding for Medicaid

recipients. Those crucial dollars are being used today to

protect the health and well-being of the thousands of elderly

and disabled indrviduals living in our nursing homes. Make it a
priority to ensure that the skilled nursing safety net

assessment dollars continue to be used for the purpose

intended - to provide care and services for our most

vulnerable citizens. -

Tip: Cutting-and-pasting? Save as plain text first.

Your Closing: Your Name:

Sincerely,

SENDER INFORMATION

This system reguires that you provide your name and contact
information. This information will not be used for any purpose
other than to identify you to the recipent.

Your Contact Information:
Prefix (reguired by some officials)
Select... -

First * Last *
Email *

Address *
303 Cleveland Ave., SE; Suite 206
City *

Tumwater




Bottom of previous web page:
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. ZIP + 4
State * ZIp *

Washington * 98501

Phone @

7] Sian me up for the Action E-List.

3340

A copy of your message will be sent to the e-mail address
entered above.

H SEE ME

Show yvour elected officials who you are by uploading a photo and
writing @ comment about the photo. A link to your photo and
comment will be included in your letter; you will be able to view
SEE ME information posted by you and other people after you
zend your message.

Warning: Flease do not post any sensitive information about
yourself. Your photo and comment will be accessible by the
public. Before being published your photo and comment will be
reviewed by site administrator.

P Include SEE ME information

Preview Message :| Send Message

(Please click onlv once.l

And lastly, confirmation that your e-mail(s) were sent to your legislators on your behalf will come up on
your computer screen. You will also receive an e-mail acknowledging that your e-mail was sent.
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with your friends ¢ just add their e-mail addresses in the space at the bottom of this page and they too

can become champions for skilled nursing facility and assisted living community-based, long-term care!

LT &2dz KIS tye ljdSadirzya +ia Fffx LIESHAS R2yQi KS

THANK YOU FOR BEING AN ADVOTCATE LONG-TERM CARE!



